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St. Michael’s is a prayerful
community seeking to make -
manifest the love of the Father, r
revealed through Christ and '-"Jl H
Scripture through prayer and

worship, healing and teaching,
empowered by the Holy Spirit.
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Our Motto:

Strengthening the community
through the miracle of Christ.

y “*Thoughts From the Hart™”

Recently there have been rumors circulated by former members of
St. Michael’s that bear addressing. First of all, that we are in dire fi-
nancial straits. This is completely and absolutely false. In fact, we will
finish the year with a surplus, way over budget. Your vestry made the
decision to live by the tithe, and have been greatly blessed in doing
SO.

Secondly, there have been stories
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“Thoughts From the Hart*

Continued from Page 1

some former members are upset that their baseball diamond could
possibly be sold. As Wendell Miller stated, “Sell the land! No one
plays baseball anymore!” Interesting perspective, but not that simple.

First of all, I cannot sell land. The Vestry can authorize the sale of
land, with the approval of the Bishop and the Standing Committee of
the Diocese. What we have done is have the land appraised, and re-
ceived an offer to purchase part of the back lot of St. Michael’s land,
where it is overgrown and unused. Our intent is to gather all informa-
tion and present the options to our active membership at the annual
meeting in January.

What would we do with the proceeds if those lots were sold?
Most folks have suggested an elevator. Others, a true handicapped
accessible sidewalk and front entrance. Others desire a handicapped
accessible restroom on the first floor. Others, completing a long-
overdue refurbishing of the Sacristy. These options do not benefit
former members, but they do benefit our current membership, both
old and young. Nevertheless, the issue is not that we are selling
memories; it is that we are creating opportunities for new memories
for our parishioners.

As one person wrote: “God is doing a new and different thing.
Like David we are to place our trust and faith in the goodness of God
in the land of the living. Isaiah 43:18-19 says, "Do not remember the
former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I will do a new
thing, NOW it shall spring forth, shall you not know it? I will even
make a road in the wilderness and rivers in the desert." (NKJV). We
must also look for opportunities to be hospitable by meeting the
needs of others with the simplest of things.”

Our mission is to make manifest the love of God revealed through
His Son Jesus Christ. We aim to strengthen our community through
the miracle of Christ. It is our spiritual DNA to minister to our
neighborhood. We will continue to minister to the people in our
neighborhood. Let us come together and share in restoring our ability
to minister to our neighbors. Let us come together and focus our ef-
forts on ministering to the people who actually live here now. Fifty
years ago, St. Michael’s was surrounded by new houses filled with
young families and many children. Those children grew up into a
large youth group that was the focus of St. Michael’s ministry for
quite a few years. But those youth are now in their 50’s and 60’s.
Most of them do not play baseball anymore. We need to minister to
the people who are actually here, not the memories of days long past.
St. Michael’s has grown older as well, but our heart for ministry is
kept young and vibrant by the energy and the passion of our wonder-
ful parishioners, both young and old. We will continue to make St.
Michael’s all we can be, giving glory to our Lord, and sharing the
good news of Jesus Christ.
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From the Editor:

First of all please let me
apologize for the long pe-
riod between newsletters. |
will try to improve during
the coming year.

This will be my last
“From the Editor” col-
umn while serving as Sen-
ior Warden. After two
terms it is time to step back
and give someone else the
opportunity to serve in this
position. And I sincerely
mean “opportunity to
serve”. The past six years
have been very rewarding
for me and I thank you for
your support. I’ll still be
Editor of “The Archangel”
and I’ll continue to be on
the altars most Sunday
mornings at the 8 o’clock
service.

This is a good time to
remind everyone that the
Annual Parish Meeting will
be held on January 17%,
2010 and it’s time to con-
sider nominees for the Sen-
ior Warden and Vestry po-
sitions. More details on
that will be forthcoming in
future weekly bulletins.

In this newsletter you
will see reports from
Sharon Triolo and Sue
Plaske on Cursillo, a new
Men’s Group being facili-
tated by David Bayer, ac-
tivities of the Women’s
Group and Voices of the
Apostles from Carol
MacNaughton.




NEW MENS GROUP

By David Bayer

St. Michael’s has not had a men’s
group. I attended one on the second
Saturday morning of each month in
Clifton Park at Clifton Park Commu-
nity Church. Their group was called
“Great Breakfast and Great Guys”. 1
have attended the Brotherhood of St.
Andrews and also one at Grace
Church in Waterford. What I learned
1, each is different.

I am, therefore, inviting all of you
to join us on the second Monday eve-
ning of each month at 7 PM, here at
St. Michael’s.

We will search for a purpose and
share time with each other. There
will, of course, be coffee, fellowship
and maybe even some entertainment
from time to time. I know this is a
busy time of year, but take time for
yourself. Take time for Christ. 1 don’t
expect all of you all of the time, but I
will be there for you. We may have
some friends from Clifton Park join us
and who knows? I will schedule
speakers if that is what feeds you
guys. You tell me your needs and de-
sires. It is YOUR Men’s Group. I am
but a facilitator and servant. I may
even wash feet!

I hope to see you all on Monday,
December 14™ at 7 PM in Dwyer
Hall.

David Bayer

Women's Ministry

Our women’s group is for women that have
suffered a loss to get together for fellowship
and to support each other; however all women
are always invited and encouraged to join in.

Our group started in November, 2008 with
a presentation “Coping with the Holidays”
given by The Rev’d Lynne Curtis.

This year we had a luncheon in March and
listened to a talk by Joyce Meyer. In April we
enjoyed “Cooking with CJ” and in May we
enjoyed a “Tea Party” hosted by Marcia
Allen. Our group has been to Cook’s Park for
several concerts. We recently watched the
DVD “A Grand New Day” from the Women of
Faith.

Our next event will be a luncheon where
we will be baking cookies for ourselves and for
the children’s pageant to be held on Saturday,
December 19™ at 12 Noon. We will celebrate
Christmas together with songs and a grab bag
($5.00).

FUN FUN FUN
ALL women are invited, the more the mer-
rier! We have many events planned. If you
would like to be on the mailing list, call Linda
Addison at church 869-6417or Sharon Triolo
at 869-5162.
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are ministering to.

ers.

Stephen Ministers are meeting once a month. Connie DuVerney is our
leader for our meetings. We are a very caring group with many people that we

St. Matthew said that at the last judgment Jesus will say these words: “For I
was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you
came to visit me” (Matthew 25:35-36).

One of the ways our congregation cares for other is through our trained
Stephen Ministers, who go to those in need and care for them. Continue sharing
in this ministry by praying for our Stephen Ministers and for their care receiv-
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COMMENTS ON CURSILLO

By Sharon Triolo

This was a time to be
with a Christian commu-
nity. A time for learning
how to grow within our-
selves spiritually, to better
serve God’s kingdom. The
love on this weekend was
over the top. We all were
treated like queens!!! The
singing and fellowship was
truly a gift from God. 1
Loved it and I am on Fire
for Jesus Christ!!!

By Sue Plaske

In November, I and three others from St. Michael’s attended Cursillo at
the Spiritual Life Center. This three-day event is life changing
if you are ready for a change. You begin the weekend in great
anticipation of what will happen and leave feeling like yes, there is
a God, His Love is real and His love extends to all. Being separated
from the world for a few days and spending prayer and worship
time with many friends in Christ brings that love to the forefront.
We learned of the powerful healing of God's love. It's there for all.
The weekend is not boring or sullen. It's exciting and full of energy.
Father Hart was our spiritual director and he, Laurel Bena and the rest
of the Cursillo team provided a weekend for us to remember. 1 highly
recommend this weekend for anyone who wants to find the Love
and Peace of God through Jesus Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit.
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ST. MICHAEL’S PRAYER LIST

Your prayer requests are always welcomed for our weekly bulletin and
“The Archangel”. Give your request to Linda Addison for the bulletin and
send your request to Dave DiSisto for the newsletter.

Prayer for these members of St. Michael’s:

Wendell Miller Beverly Miller Esther Thorsland James Peer
Leona Tripp Anthony Ridolfo Josh Unverhau Beryl Scrafford
Eleanor Withers Matt Wozniak Rachel White Arlene Anderson
Carolyn St. Denis Timothy Nigel Mumford Karen B.

Marie Matsen Joan Lord The People of Colonie Manor

Prayer for these friends of St. Michaelites:
Pat Tobin, Jason Brown (The Keimer’s), Corina Zalace (The Unverhau’s), Marie King (Lenore),
Rachel (Anne Barkley’s sister), Dr. G (The DiSisto’s), Charles Horn, Rudy B. (Carol Ridolfo),

Irene Glenkowski & Glen Baker, Susan and Michael, Tricia Buckley (The Pasko’s),
Audrey (Lorraine Secor’s sister), Lew Stein, The Rev’d. Derik Roy,
Raymond Amico (Karyn Dziezynski’s Dad), Jim Matthews & Family (The Dziezynski’s),
Karen Lockwood (Dziezynski’s), Steve Draper, Wally Burns (Sue Sulzman),
Nancy, Michael & Dawn (Susan Stewart), Beth Puglisi (Malcolm’s),
Peter Rubin (Friend of Marcia Allen), Angie Sickles (Mother of Marie Wark), Rudy Divincenzo,
Julie Carlino (Judy DeMercurio’s daughter), Father Keith Milligan (Carol M), Jeff Rausch,
Frank Salvatore (Marcia Allen), Sara & Drew Van DerVolgen (Leona Tripp), Seth Nield,
Chris Cazzato (Janet Williams), Jeanne Johnson (Don Johnson’s Mom), Gary & Cindy Hogman,
Mary, Mary Jane & Jesse Vadney, Bill Mehielsen, Irene Fitch, Nelson Oliveira, Vinit Pabuwal,
Pat Mullins, Maddy Schwartz, The Kaminski Brothers, Tyler Ladue, Dave Bashe (David Bayer)
Pray for our soldiers overseas: Ellissia Shepard Almaguer, Mark Stuart, Ryan Safford
Pray for our Stephen Ministers and Leaders:
Tim Condon, Connie DuVerney, Al Palumbo, Mark Pasko, Sue Plaske

Carolyn St. Denis, Sue Sulzman, Sharon Triolo, Karen Malcolm and Candy Palumbo
Pray for these Churches and Ministers:
St. Mark’s, Hoosick Falls (Rev. Lorrie Lyons), St. Luke’s, Mechanicville (Rev. John Hopkins, Rev.

Lynne Curtis), Christ Church, Gilbertsville (Rev. Donna Steckline), Rev. Hap Carrier, Rev. Dr. Shaw
Mudge & Rev. Julie Mudge and Lydia, the Sisters of St. Mary’s, Christ Church, Coxsackie
(The Very Rev.Susan Baker Borjeson, Rev. Frank Lockwood, St. John’s, Johnstown)
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The Vestry of St. Michael’s Episcopal Church is conducting a fund raiser just in time
for gift giving and the Winter season!

Hoffman’s Car Wash is allowing us to sell two kinds of Car Wash tickets: Exterior Car
Wash for $9.00 and Full Service “Inside & Out” for $18.00. The best part is that St. Michael’s
is allowed to keep 50% of each ticket sold.

Tickets are available for immediate purchase after the 8 am and 10 am services.

Also available are “Order Forms” for those of you who would like to ask your co-workers,
friends, and family if they would like to order tickets from you.

Cash or personal check, payable to St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, must be collected when
the order is placed.

Give the Order Forms and money to Mary Pasko or Karyn Dziezynski on Sundays.

Call Mary Pasko @ 456-5619 with your questions.

The Archangel is a publication of St. Michael’s Episcopal Church,
Albany, NY 12205. Some material contained in this newsletter is
taken from the following sources:

Anglican News Service (ANS), Ecumenical News International (ENI),
Episcopal Diocese of Albany, Episcopal Life Online (ELO), Episcopal
News Service (ENS)

Editor: Dave DiSisto
Contributors: Father Steve Hart, Rector
David Bayer

Carol MacNaughton

Karen Malcolm

Mary Pasko

Sue Plaske

Sharon Triolo

Printing: Linda Addison
Circulation: Kathy DiSisto

Letters and emails to the editor at ddisistl@nycap.rr.com are wel-
comed and with permission will be published.

From time to time, The Archangel provides information and re-
sources which we consider to be of interest to our readers. However,
statements and opinions expressed in the articles and communications
herein, are those of the author (s) and not necessarily those of
ANS, ENI, EL, ENS, the Episcopal Church, the Diocese, St. Michael’s
priests, wardens, vestry or the editor.
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A First Visit with the Voices of the Apostles

By Carol MacNaughton

The Voices of the Apostles 2009 gathering was held October 28-31* in Baltimore. I really did not
know what to expect when I ventured to this conference with Father Hart, Rev’d. Susan Baker-
Borjeson, Rev’d. Lorrie Lyons, and Rev’d. Lynne Curtis. I went to learn with an expectation to hear
some great teachings.

It was an incredible event whose impact grew day by day. Approximately 3000 people attended.
The participants were from all Christian denominations, 42 different states and 20 countries! Everyone
was very friendly, ready to share experiences, joy, what brought them there. I met other Episcopalians,
Roman Catholics, Baptists, etc. It was good to see this large diverse body joined through Christ.

It began with one hour of spirit filled singing. When you participate in the volume of people truly
worshipping together, awesome is the word. Father Hart and I have DVDs of that opening to share —
just ask if you’d like to see it.

The 2009 gathering was a landmark in that it was the first time all the members of the Revival Alli-
ance were together for one conference. The speakers were Bill Johnson, Che Ann, John Arnott, Heidi
Baker, Randy Clark, and Georgian Banov. I had heard of Heidi Baker before but not the others. All
were excellent speakers with a casual, easy to understand style. If you don’t know who these people are
— look them up on the Internet. They all have websites where you can read about them, listen to pod-
casts, etc.

Prayer for and by the participants of the conference was a common thread. We all prayed for each
other. Healing prayer occurred on multiple occasions. I was blown away at the volume of healings. |
had never seen anything like this before. The speaker would call for a show of hands of people who
were healed. They asked for individuals to come to the stage to give testimony. The stage overflowed
with joyous people.

What did I learn? Insights on forgiveness, revival, taking the word of Christ to the streets, finding
the joy in Christ, and carrying this refreshment back to our homes.

Will I go again? Definitely! Seeing and hearing these great teachers in person is a totally different
level than watching a DVD. We are already planning to return in 2010. The dates are October 27"-30™.
All the members of the Revival Alliance will be there again, as will be Leif Hetland who is doing great
works in Pakistan! We would love to see more of the St. Michael’s family join us in Baltimore to ex-
perience this indescribable event.

Resources:
www.globalawakening.com

DVD’s which I will be happy to share:
Opening Praise service.

P roise
R cpent

A

Y ield (Listen)
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Editor’s Note: I think this will be the first time I am including something in “The Archangel” that hits espe-
cially close to me. I cannot tell you how annoyed I get every time I receive an email challenging me to forward
an email that is critical of those who say Happy Holidays or Season’s Greetings rather than Merry Christmas. 1
was putting the final touches on this newsletter when I received the following email , Letter from Jesus, from our
Junior Warden, Karen Malcolm.

It has come to my attention that many of you are upset that folks are taking My name out of the season.

How I personally feel about this celebration can probably be most easily understood by those of you who have
been blessed with children of your own. I don’t care what you call the day. If you want to celebrate My birth just
get along and love one another.

Now, having said that let Me go on. If it bothers you that the town in which you live doesn’t allow a scene de-
picting My birth, then just get rid of a couple of Santa's and snowmen and put in a small Nativity scene on your own
front lawn. If all My followers did that there wouldn’t be any need for such a scene on the town square because
there would be many of them all around town.

Stop worrying about the fact that people are calling the tree a holiday tree instead of a Christmas tree. It was I
who made all trees. You can remember Me anytime you see any tree. Decorate a grape vine if you wish: [ actually
spoke of that one in a teaching explaining who I am in relation to you and what each of our tasks were. If your have
forgotten that one, look up John 15: 1-8.

If you want to give Me a present in remembrance of My birth here is my wish list. Choose something from it:

1. Instead of writing protest letters objecting to the way My birthday is being celebrated, write letters of love and
hope to soldiers away from home. They are terribly afraid and lonely this time of year. I know, they tell Me all
the time.

2. Visit someone in a nursing home. You don’t have to know them personally. They just need to know that
someone cares about them.

3. Instead of writing the President complaining about the wording on the cards his staff sent out this year, why
don’t you write and tell him that you’ll be praying for him and his family this year. Then follow up. It will be
nice hearing from you again.

4. Instead of giving your children a lot of gifts you can’t afford and they don’t need, spend time with them. Tell

them the story of My birth and why I came to live with you down here. Hold them in your arms and remind

them that I love them.

Pick someone that has hurt you in the past and forgive him or her.

6. Did you know that someone in your town will attempt to take their own life this season because they feel so
alone and hopeless? Since you don’t know who that person is, try giving everyone you meet a warm smile; it
could make the difference.

7. Instead of nitpicking about what the retailer in your town calls the holiday, be patient with the people who work
there. Give them a warm smile and a kind word. Even if they aren’t allowed to wish you a “Merry Christmas”
that doesn’t keep you from wishing them one. Then stop shopping there on Sunday. If the store didn’t make so
much money on that day they’d close and let their employees spend the day at home with their families.

8. If you really want to make a difference, support a missionary—especially one who takes My love and Good
News to those who have never heard My name.

9. Here’s a good one. There are individuals and whole families in your town who not only will have no
“Christmas” tree but neither will they have any presents to give or receive. If you don’t know them, buy some
food and a few gifts and give them to the Salvation Army or some other charity that believes in Me and they
will make the delivery for you.

10. Finally, if you want to make a statement about your belief in and loyalty to Me, then behave like a Christian.
Don’t do things in secret that you wouldn’t do in My presence. Let people know by your actions that you are
one of mine.

g

Don’t forget; I am God and can take care of Myself. Just love Me and do what I have told you to do. I’ll take
care of all the rest. Check out the list above and get to work; time is short. I’ll help you but the ball is now in your
court. And do have a most blessed Christmas with all those whom you love and remember:

I Love You,
Jesus
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A Special Message from Father Hart

Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

For years now there have been many prophecies from throughout the nation and world that the
Albany, NY area will be the site of one of the Lord's next great revivals.

In response to these prophecies, several clergy of the diocese of Albany have been gathering on
Friday nights in different locations to worship, praise and seek the Lord and His will as well as to pray
for healing.

Please plan to join us on Friday. December 11th at 7:00PM at St. Luke's, 40 Mc Bride Rd. in
Mechanicville and on Friday December 18th at 7:00PM at St. Michaels, 49 Killean Park in Colonie.

We believe that Revival has come to this area. We are committed to live into this and learning to

live in the Kingdom. Please join us to spread the flame and the powerful wind of the Holy Spirit in
revival and renewal.

Blessings.

Steve Hart+

Annual Parish Meeting, Sunday, January 17", 2010
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St. Michael’s Episcopal Church

49 Killean Park
Albany, NY 12205

Phone: (518) 869-6417
Fax: (518) 869-6556

Email: stmichaels.colonie@gmail.com
Website: www.stmichaelscolonie.org

Sundays: 8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m.

11:15 am.

Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.

Wednesdays: 6:00 p.m.
7:15 p.m.

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES:

Holy Eucharist

Christian Education (All ages)
Holy Eucharist

Coffee Hour

Morning Prayer

Mass / Unction (Healing Services)
Vestry Meeting (2nd Wed. every month unless otherwise stated)

- All schedules are subject to change -

The monthly calendar, posted on the bulletin board in the narthex at St. Michael’s should be

The Archangel—Page 10



